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Why Legal Education Needs a Reality Check Today

This Short Blog is written by Bhavanya E K, a BBA LLB (Hons.) 3rd year student of

Dhanalakshmi Srinivasan University Trichy, Tamil Nadu.

Abstract

Legal education in India is witnessing a surge in popularity, attracting students from diverse
academic streams who view law as a blend of analytical rigor and social impact. However,
this rising interest also reveals a critical gap: many students enter law schools by
circumstance rather than passion, often as an alternative to competitive exams like NEET and
JEE. While this pathway is not inherently problematic, it highlights the mismatch between
the perceived image of legal education and its actual preparedness to train competent lawyers.
This reality underscores the urgent need for reforms that align legal education with the

demands of the profession and the aspirations of a new generation.
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Introduction:

In recent years, law has emerged as one of the most sought-after professional choices in
India. Students from diverse academic backgrounds; science, commerce, humanities are now

showing genuine interest in the justice system.

Law is no longer viewed as a niche career meant only for traditional families of lawyers; it is

increasingly seen as a field that blends analytical thinking and social impact.

However, alongside this growing curiosity, another trend also exists: many students reach law
school not out of passion, but circumstance. Several students who were unable to clear highly
competitive exams such as NEET and JEE have joined law programs because they appear
professional and promising. There is nothing inherently wrong with this pathway, but it
reflects a deeper concern, the gap between the image of legal education and its actual

readiness to train a new generation of lawyers.

This is why the conversation on reforming legal education is becoming essential.
The Rising Demand and its Challenges

The Common Law Admission Test (CLAT) shows just how much interest law is generating
today. In 2025, more than 75,000 candidates competed for around 4,000 NLU seats'. This
level of competition reflects the appeal of the legal profession and also the limited number of

high-quality institutions available.

Outside NLUs, the growth is even sharper. To meet rising demand, new law colleges have
been opening rapidly across states. According to the Bar Council of India (BCI), 55 new

programmes were approved in 2002, but the number surged to 229 in 2018. Three-year

! Press Release, Common Law Admission Test (“CLAT”) 2026 Concludes Successfully, Consortium of National

Law Universities (Dec. 7, 2025) < '
https://consortiumofnlus.ac.in/clat-2026/notifications/Press-Release_07.12.2025.pdf

2 Law Colleges, Courses Surge as Five-Year BA, BBA LLB Programmes Grow Rapidly, Careers360 (Jan. 13,
2025),https:/news.careers360.com/law-colleges-courses-surge-S-year-ba-bba-1lb-tamil-nadu-370-pc-growth-utt
ar-pradesh-prsu-csmu-kanpur-dav-mumbai-university.



https://news.careers360.com/law-colleges-courses-surge-5-year-ba-bba-llb-tamil-nadu-370-pc-growth-uttar-pradesh-prsu-csmu-kanpur-dav-mumbai-university?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://news.careers360.com/law-colleges-courses-surge-5-year-ba-bba-llb-tamil-nadu-370-pc-growth-uttar-pradesh-prsu-csmu-kanpur-dav-mumbai-university?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://consortiumofnlus.ac.in/clat-2026/notifications/Press-Release_07.12.2025.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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LLB courses have doubled from 763 to nearly 1,600, and five-year programmes tripled
between 2011 and 2023.

The official data from the University Grants Commission and national higher-education
surveys® demonstrates substantial expansion in the number of law colleges, student intake,
and enrolments over the past two decades. Such expansion shows that legal education is

becoming more accessible. But expansion without adequate quality checks raises concerns.

Legal Framework Governing Legal Education in India

a) The Advocates Act, 1961

The regulation of legal education in India mainly comes from the Advocates Act, 1961°. This
law gives the Bar Council of India (BCI) the legal power to set standards for legal education
and to recognize which law degrees allow a student to become an advocate. Sections 7(1)(h)
and 49° The Act allows the BCI to make rules about legal education, professional conduct,

and the conditions required to enter the legal profession.

Courts in India have clearly stated that the BCI’s role in regulating legal education is not just
advisory. It is a statutory duty created by law. Because of this, universities and law colleges

must follow the standards fixed by the BCI, making compliance mandatory.

b) Bar Council of India Legal Education Rules, 2020

Using the powers given under the Advocates Act, the Bar Council of India introduced the Bar
Council of India Legal Education Rules, 2020°. These rules explain in detail how legal

education should function in India. They cover the structure of courses, teacher

? Ministry of Education, Government of India, A/l India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) Final Report
2021-22.https: ation.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/statistics-new/AISHE%20Book_2021-22_ .
4.pdf

* Advocates Act, No. 25 of 1961

*> Advocates Act, No. 25 of 1961, §§ 7(1)(h), 49 (India).

¢ Bar Council of India Bar Council of India Legal Education Rules, 2020 (India).



https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/statistics-new/AISHE%20Book_2021-22_4.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/statistics-new/AISHE%20Book_2021-22_4.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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qualifications, college buildings and facilities, practical training, internships, and inspection

of law colleges.

The Rules also focus strongly on maintaining quality. They allow regular inspections, careful
checking of affiliations, and limits on how many students a college can admit. These
measures show that the BCI is concerned about the fast increase in the number of law
colleges, especially where the quality of teaching and training may be unsatisfactory . Today,

these Rules form the main working framework for regulating legal education in the country.

¢) Law Commission of India on Legal Education

The Law Commission of India has studied the condition of legal education and In its reports,
the Commission has pointed out several weaknesses, such as lack of trained teachers, weak

practical training, poor research culture, and differences in standards between universities.

The Commission has suggested that legal education should follow uniform national standards
and must include stronger clinical training, better faculty development, and closer connection
with the needs of courts and society’. It has also explained that simply giving law degrees is
not enough if students are not prepared for real legal work. These findings highlight an
important concern: rapid growth in the number of law colleges without proper quality control

can harm the system.

d) Supreme Court Jurisprudence on Regulation of Legal Education

The Supreme Court of India has played an important role in shaping the system of legal
education. Through different judgments, the Court has confirmed that the Bar Council of

India has primary responsibility for maintaining professional standards in the legal field.

In several cases, courts have stepped in when law colleges lacked proper infrastructure, when

academic rules were applied unfairly, or when students’ professional futures were put at risk®.

” Law Comm’n of India, Report No. 184: The Legal Education & Professional Training and Proposals for
Amendments to the Advocates Act, 1961 (2002).
8 Anil Kumar Neotia v. Union of India, (1988) 2 SCC 587.
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thereby treating legal education as a matter of constitutional significance than mere

academic administration’.

Quantity Without Consistent Quality

Law colleges are spreading rapidly. The availability of more colleges is certainly a positive
development; more students can pursue law without relocating or spending excessively. Yet

not all colleges meet the academic standards expected of professional legal education.

But more isn’t better. In fact, almost 90% of government-run law schools don’t have
enough teachers or infrastructure, according to a BCI affidavit to the Supreme Court. In

many cases, teaching positions have been vacant for over 15 years.

The situation became so serious that in August 2025, the BCI announced a three-year
moratorium on new law colleges'’, emphasizing the need to prioritize quality over quantity.

This step indicates a positive willingness to safeguard academic standards.

Government statistics, including reports from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB),
indirectly highlight why strong legal education is necessary''. These reports record patterns in
crime, court workload, and access to justice across the country. As legal disputes and criminal

cases increase, the need for well-trained and competent legal professionals also grows.

At the same time, these statistics show pressure on the justice delivery system, which makes
the quality of legal training even more important. Together, they reinforce the idea that

improving legal education is not only an academic issue but also a social necessity.

® Bar Council of India v. Bonnie Foi Law College, (2009) 7 SCC 1

10 BCI Imposes Three-Year Moratorium on Opening of New Law Colleges, Business Standard (Aug. 14,
2025),https://news.careers360.com/bar-council-of-india-bci-imposes-three-year-ban-on-establishing-new-law-sc
hools-sets-stricter-compliance-rules-cles-inspections

" Nat’l Crime Records Bureau, Crime in India 2022: Statistics (Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of
India).https://www.ncrb.gov.in/uploads/nationalcrimerecordsbureau/custom/1701607577Crimeinlndia2022Book
Lpdf



https://www.ncrb.gov.in/uploads/nationalcrimerecordsbureau/custom/1701607577CrimeinIndia2022Book1.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ncrb.gov.in/uploads/nationalcrimerecordsbureau/custom/1701607577CrimeinIndia2022Book1.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://news.careers360.com/bar-council-of-india-bci-imposes-three-year-ban-on-establishing-new-law-schools-sets-stricter-compliance-rules-cles-inspections?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://news.careers360.com/bar-council-of-india-bci-imposes-three-year-ban-on-establishing-new-law-schools-sets-stricter-compliance-rules-cles-inspections?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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The Job Market Reality

Despite the glamour associated with top law firms, the job market for fresh law graduates is
extremely competitive. The 24 NLUs collectively offer only 3,511 undergraduate seats, but

around 100,000 students graduate and pass the bar every year.
The outcome:

e Less than 2% secure positions at top corporate firms'?
e Around 15-20% join mid-sized firms

e The majority begin their careers in trial courts, often with minimal stipends

For students who are first-generation lawyers, it’s even harder. Without family-run
chambers or connections, we have to build everything from scratch. Nepotism is rampant,

and many juniors work for free or are underpaid.

Yet, despite these challenges, many students succeed through perseverance, internships,
moots, and academic research. Their journeys reflect the strength of India’s legal education

while also revealing where improvements are essential.
The Internship Gap: Uneven Experiences

Internships are meant to bridge theory and practice. Surveys show that 93% of students
actively seek internships. This indicates a highly motivated generation of law students who

want more than classroom knowledge.

However, most internships in India remain unpaid, observational, and unstructured.

Students often end up:

e sitting in court corridors for hours,

e doing clerical tasks,

2India’s legal sector is boommg—so why are 98% of law grads left out from the top. Jobs? szeMmt (June

Ss-gap- 11749448302661 html



https://www.livemint.com/industry/indian-law-graduates-top-legal-firms-hiring-employability-readiness-gap-11749448302661.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.livemint.com/industry/indian-law-graduates-top-legal-firms-hiring-employability-readiness-gap-11749448302661.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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e or waiting to be assigned basic research work.

In regional law colleges, students are often just told to observe proceedings, with no formal
tasks or mentorship. This gap between expectation and experience leaves many students
feeling lost and discouraged. This inconsistency reflects an absence of standardized

internship practices.
Attendance Rules and Practical Exposure

To make matters worse, law schools enforce a strict 75% attendance rule. While discipline
is important, this rule often punishes students for pursuing valuable learning outside the

classroom, like moot courts or internships.

In early 2025, the Delhi High Court ruled that students shouldn’t be barred from exams just

because of attendance and suggested minor grade penalties instead"’.

Law is more than lectures; it’s about courtroom exposure, research, and community work. A
rigid attendance system just doesn’t fit. A more flexible system could encourage students to

seek hands-on experiences without fear of missing exams.
Suggestions for the Path Forward

India’s legal education landscape is full of potential. The rising interest in law is an

opportunity, to make the most of it, a few key reforms are essential:
1. Strengthen Accreditation Standards

BCI must ensure that all colleges meet minimum academic and infrastructural requirements

before admitting students.

2. Align Seat Expansion with Employability

B Courts on Its Own Motion in Re: Suicide Committed by Sushant Rohilla, Law Student of I.P. University, 2025
SCC OnLine Del. 7920 (Dec. 3, 2025)
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Increasing admissions without increasing opportunities only creates imbalance. Colleges
should maintain realistic intake capacities. Admissions should be based on how many quality

legal jobs are actually available.

3. Standardize Internships

Internships should include structured tasks, evaluations, and ideally, basic compensation.

4. Reform Attendance Policies

Replace the attendance rule with a credit-based system that gives weight to moot courts,

internships, and social work.

5. Support First-Generation Students

Mentorship programs, affordable coaching, and networking initiatives can help create a more

inclusive legal community.

Conclusion:

Law is More Than Just a degree

India’s legal education system is at a turning point. Law has become a “fallback” option for
many students, but a degree alone won’t guarantee success. We need real training, real

opportunities, and a system that prepares us for practice and not just for exams.

The BCI’s moratorium is a good start, but it’s just the beginning. We, the students, must
demand an education that values quality, fairness, and justice. Only then can the legal

profession truly serve society.

10
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